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At its regularly scheduled meeting held on February 3, the Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania elected its officers for 2014.  The Board unanimously elected the Honorable Anne E. Lazarus as Chair, the Honorable Jayne F. Duncan as Vice-Chair and Mr. Kenneth Lawrence, Jr. as Secretary.  Since his four-year term will expire in August, Jim McErlane, Senior Partner of Chester County’s Lamb McErlane, P.C., who served as Board Chair since August of 2012, decided not to seek another term as Chair in order to allow for a smooth transition of the Board’s leadership. 
_____

Judge Anne E. Lazarus was born in Brooklyn, New York on November 12, 1952. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from the State University of New York at Stony Brook in 1972. She received both her Juris Doctor (1976) and LLM in Taxation (1986) from Temple University Beasley School of Law. 

Judge Lazarus served as Legal Counsel to the Philadelphia Orphans’ Court from 1980 to 1991 under the Honorable Edmund S. Pawelec. She also practiced law in the estates department of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP in Philadelphia before being appointed to the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County by Governor Robert P. Casey. Judge Lazarus was elected to a full term as judge in 1991 and served on the Philadelphia bench until 2010. During her tenure as a trial court judge, Judge Lazarus served in the Criminal, Civil and Orphans’ Court Divisions. She worked diligently to increase pro bono service by the bar and, in 2005, was the first recipient of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Legal Services for the Public Committee’s Judge’s Award in recognition of her pro bono efforts. She was also a long-standing member of the Ethics Committee of the Pennsylvania Conference of State Trial Judges, serving as its Chairperson from 2005 through 2009.

Judge Lazarus is a member of the American, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Bar Associations. She enjoys teaching and has served as an Adjunct Professor at Widener University School of Law, the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and the National Judicial College. She is also a frequent lecturer for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute, speaking on such topics as judicial ethics, Orphans’ Court practice and procedure and issues surrounding incapacity. She is active in the Temple American Inn of Court of which she is a past president, and the Louis D. Brandeis Law Society, which she served as Inaugural Chancellor. Judge Lazarus serves on the Board of Directors of Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Program and was instrumental in establishing its “tangled title” assistance program. In addition, Judge Lazarus is the author of several law review articles dealing with the issues of incapacity, as well as pro bono public service.

In 2012, Judge Lazarus was appointed by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania to chair its Ad Hoc Committee charged with examining and proposing potential changes to the Code of Judicial Conduct.  The committee issued its report in 2013.  Many of its recommendations have been incorporated into the revised code adopted by the Supreme Court in early 2014.
Judge Lazarus has received numerous honors and awards, including the PBA Legal Services for the Public Committee Judge’s Award, the Brandeis Law Society’s Benjamin F. Levy Community Service Award and the PLAN of PA Bernard White Community Service Award.  In 2013, she received the prestigious Justice Sandra Day O’Connor Award from the Philadelphia Bar Association.  The O'Connor Award is conferred annually on a woman attorney who has demonstrated superior legal talent, achieved significant legal accomplishments and has furthered the advancement of women in both the profession and the community.
Judge Lazarus was elected to the Superior Court in November 2009 and was sworn in as a member of the Court in January 2010. Her chambers are in Philadelphia. She is the first woman from Philadelphia to be elected to any statewide office.
_____

Judge Jayne F. Duncan is the Magisterial District Judge for the District Court 02-3-09 in Elizabethtown, Lancaster County. She served as Chairperson of the Ethics and Professionalism Committee of the Special Court Judges Association and had been a Committee member for many years. She is also a former member of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Criminal Procedural Rules Committee. 
Judge Duncan is the former President of Lancaster County District Justice Association.  She also served as Vice­ President of the Lancaster County Bar Association.  
Judge Duncan received her J.D. in 1982 from Dickinson School of Law and was a Deputy District Attorney in Dauphin County prior to serving as a Magisterial District Judge. A former instructor for the Municipal Police Training Certification class, she has also lectured on the topic of Magisterial District Judge practice for the Lancaster Bar Association and the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. Judge Duncan is an adjunct professor at Elizabethtown College, and also teaches Ethics for the Minor Judiciary Education Board "Supplemental Practicum." 
_____

Kenneth Lawrence, Jr. is the Senior Vice President for Government, Community and Public Affairs for Temple University.  Prior to joining Temple, Ken was a successful entrepreneur as Founder and President of Public Affairs Strategies where he represented corporate and non-profit organizations.  He worked for five years at Merck & Company, Inc. handling public, community, and media relations, and served as Public Policy Representative for the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce.

Ken is a graduate of Temple University with a degree in Political Science.  He has a Master's degree of Governmental Administration from the Fels Center of Government at the University of Pennsylvania.  He is involved with a wide variety of civic organizations, including: Avenue of the Arts, Inc., Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southeastern PA, the Committee of Seventy, Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC), the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and the Valley Forge Convention and Visitors Bureau.  He resides with his wife and their two sons in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania. 
_____

Created by constitutional amendment in 1993, the Pennsylvania Judicial Conduct Board is an independent state agency responsible for reviewing, investigating, and, where warranted, prosecuting complaints of judicial misconduct before the Pennsylvania Court of Judicial Discipline. The Board is comprised of twelve Pennsylvania citizens, half appointed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and the other half appointed by the Governor.  The Board has three judicial members, three lawyer members, and six non-lawyer lay members. No more than half of the appointed board members may be from the same political party. Appointed board members serve four-year terms without pay and meet regularly to review requests for investigation filed against Pennsylvania judges.
For further information about the Pennsylvania Judicial Conduct Board, see the Board’s Website at www.jcbpa.org.
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