Judicial Conduct Board
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Chief Counsel

Press Release

October 12, 2011
TO: Media/Press

FROM: Judicial Conduct Board

SUBJECT: 6 JD 2011 Magisterial District Judge Ross C. Cioppa, District Court 05-2-09,
Allegheny County

Harrisburg. On Wednesday, October 12, 2011, the Judicial Conduct Board filed a Petition for
Relief in the Court of Judicial Discipline seeking the Interim Suspension of Magisterial District
Judge Ross C. Cioppa. The Constitution of Pennsylvania authorizes interim suspension of
judges who are charged with felony criminal conduct. The Board filed the Petition following the
filing of charges against Judge Cioppa by the Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office.
Judge Cioppa was charged by criminal complaint with 2 counts each of Bribery, a third-degree
felony, Indecent Assault, a second-degree misdemeanor, and Official Oppression, a second-
degree misdemeanor. The criminal complaint alleges that Judge Cioppa solicited sexual favors
from female litigants who appeared in his courtroom as consideration for favorable decisions by
him in their cases. The criminal charges against Judge Cioppa are pending currently in the Court
of Common Pleas of Allegheny County.

The Board reserves comment on this matter until such time as the criminal charges
against Judge Cioppa are resolved.

Contact
Hank Abate, Chairman, Judicial Conduct Board
James E. McErlane, Esquire, Vice-Chair, Judicial Conduct Board
Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Chief Counsel
717-234-7911
Board’s Petition for Relief attached.

For more information about the Judicial Conduct Board, please visit the Board’s website at
www.jcbpa.org.

END
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IN RE: ROSS C. CIOPPA, MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE,
DISTRICT COURT 05-2-09, FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT,
ALLEGHENY COUNTY

PETITION FOR RELIEF UNDER RULE 701 AND BOARD

RULE 13(A) REQUESTING INTERIM SUSPENSION WITH

PAY OF RESPONDENT ROSS C. CIOPPA, MAGISTERIAL
DISTRICT JUDGE

JOSEPH A. MASSA, JR.
Chief Counsel

BY: JAMES P. KLEMAN, JR.
Assistant Counsel
Pa. Supreme Court ID No. 87637
Judicial Conduct Board
601 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 3500
P.O. Box 62525
Harrisburg, PA 17106
(717) 234-7911

DATE: October 12, 2011



AND NOW, this 12* day of October, 2011, comes the Judicial Conduct
Board of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by and through Joseph A. Massa,
Jr., Chief Counsel, and James P. Kleman, Jr., Assistant Counsel, and files this
Petition for Relief under Rule 701 of the Rules of Procedure for the Court of
Judicial Discipline and Rule 13(A) of the Judicial Conduct Board Rules of

Procedure Requesting Interim Suspension With Pay, and avers the following:

1 Petitioner is the Judicial Conduct Board (hereinafter referred
to as "Board”) of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The
Board is constituted pursuant to Article V, Section 18(a) of

the Pennsylvania Constitution.

2. Since June 25, 1999, Ross C. Cioppa (Respondent) has
served as the duly elected Magisterial District Judge for

District 05-2-09 in Allegheny County.

3. By presentment dated October 6, 2011, Respondent was
indicted by a countywide investigating grand jury for the
following offenses: (1) Bribery, 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 4701(a)(2)
(two counts), a felony of the third degree; (2) Official
oppression, 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 5301(1) (two counts), a
misdemeanor of the second degree; and indecent assault, 18

Pa.C.S.A. § 3126(a)(1) (two counts), a misdemeanor of the



second degree.

By criminal complaint, Jackelyn Weibel, a Detective employed
by the Office of the District Attorney of Allegheny County
charged Respondent with the above-cited offenses on

October 12, 2011. See Attachment "A.”

The Pennsylvania Constitution at Article V, § 18(d)(2)
provides the following :

Prior to a hearing, the Court (Court of Judicial
Discipline) may issue an interim order directing the
suspension, with or without pay, of any justice, judge
or justice of the peace against whom formal charges
have been filed with the Court by the Board (Judicial
Conduct Board) or against whom has been filed an
indictment or information charging a felony. An
interim order under this paragraph shall not be
considered a final order from which an appeal may be
taken.

(emphasis added).

The Respondent has allegedly engaged in felonious criminal
conduct so egregious as to constitute an affront to the
Constitution of this Commonwealth and to the Rules
Governing the Standards of Conduct of Magisterial District
Judges which, inter alia, require judges to uphold the
integrity of the judiciary and to observe high standards of

conduct.



Public confidence in and the reputation of the judiciary has
been undermined by the charges against Respondent and will
continue to be undermined if the Respondent is permitted to
remain on the bench after being charged with the

aforementioned violations of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code.

Based upon the nature of the crimes charged; the relation of
the charges to the duties of a judge; the discordance of the
actions with the dignity with which we aspire to address our
judges; the impact on the administration of justice; the harm
to the reputation of the system of justice; the harm to public
confidence in the judiciary, and the totality of the
circumstances, the Board seeks the immediate suspension of
Respondent with pay pending final disposition of the criminal
prosecution by the Allegheny County District Attorney’s

office.

On October 12, 2011, a teleconference was conducted with
Phillip DiLucente, Esquire, attorney for Respondent, President
Judge John Morris, and Chief Counsel Joseph Massa, wherein

Attorney DiLucente indicated that Respondent would not



contest this petition or request this Court to hold a hearing

on the matter.

WHEREFORE, the Board, by and through Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Chief

Counsel, respectfully requests that this Honorable Court enter an interim order

directing the suspension of Respondent with pay and such other relief as may

be deemed appropriate:

DATE: October 12, 2011

Respectfully submitted,

O@LW W)v(

Joseph A. Méésa Jr.

Chief Counsel

Pa Supreme Court ID No. 6467

Judicial Conduct Board

601 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 3500
P.O. Box 62525

Harrisburg, PA 17106

(717) 234-7911




IN THE COURT OF JUDICIAL DISCIPLINE OF PENNSYLVANIA

Inre:

Ross C. Cioppa, ¢ No. 6 3D 2011
Magisterial District Judge,

District Court 05-2-09,

Fifth Judicial District,

Allegheny County

VERIFICATION
I, Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Chief Counsel to the Judicial Conduct Board,
verify that the statements mad_e in the foregoing Petition for Relief are made
subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. §4904, relating to

unsworn falsification to authorities.

Respectfully submitted,

DATE: October 12, 2011 W W

V Joseph A. Méséa, Jr.

Chief Counsel

Pa. Supreme Court ID No. 6467

Judicial Conduct Board

601 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 3500
P.O. Box 62525

Harrisburg, PA 17106

(717) 234-7911
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Statute Desaription/Acts of the acoused assodisted with this Cfferse; ’ '

18 4701A2 BRIBERY IN OFFICIAL AND POLITICAL MATTERS F3 2 COUNTS

The actor offered, conferred or agreed to confer upon, or solicited, accepted or agreed 1o accept from
VICTIM 1 a benefit, as consideration for the decision, vote, recommendation or other exercise of discretion,
by the recipient in a judicial, administrative or legisiative proceeding, specificaily LANDLORD/TENANT
HEARING AT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT 05-2-09, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S.§4701(a)(2).

The actor offered, conferred or agreed to confer upon, or solicited, accapted or agreed to acoept from
VICTIM 2 @ benefit, as consideration for the decision, vote, racommendation or other exercise of discretion,
by the recipient in a judicial, administrative or legislative proceeding, specifically LANDLORD/TENANT
HEARING AT MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT 05-2-09, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S.§4701(a)(2).

AOPC 412A - Rev. 09/08
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18 3126A1 INDECENT ASSAULT M2 2 COUNTS
The actor had indecent contact with, or caused VICTIM 1 to have indecent contact with the actor or

intentionally caused VICTIM 1 to come into contact with seminal fluid, urine or feces for the purpose of
arousing sexual desire In the person or the complainant and without the consent of that person, in violation

of 18 Pa. C.S. §3128 (8) (1).

The actor had indecent contact with, or caused VICTIM 2 to have indecent contact with the actor or
intentionally caused VICTIM 2 to come into contact with seminal fluid, urine or feces for the purpose of
arousing sexual desire in the person or the complainant and without the consent of that person, {n violation

of 18 Pa. C.S. §3126 (a) (1).
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Statute Desaiptiory/Ads of the acnused assodated with this Offense:

18 53011 OFFICIAL CPPRESSION M2 2 COUNTS
The actor, acting or purporting to act in an offical capacity or taking advantage of such actual or
purported capacity namely MACISTERIAL DISTRICT JUCGE 05-2-09, knowing that said actor's conduct was

iegat subjected another to arrest, detention, sesarch, seizure, mistreatment, dispossession, assessment,
lien or other infringement of personal or property rights; or denled or impeded the exercise or enjoyment of
anyvight,privilege, power of immunity by anotiier, iamely VICTIM T, in i6iatior of 18 Pa. C.5. §5301(1) or

@.

The actor, acting or purporting o act in an offical capacity or taking advantage of such actual or
purported capacity namely MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE 05-2-08, knowing that said actor's conduct was
illegal subjected another to arrest, detention, search, seizure, mistreatment, dispossession, assessment,
lien or other infringement of personal or property rights; or denled or Impeded the exercise or enjoyment of
any right, privilege, power or immunity by another, namely VICTIM 2, in violation of 18 Pa. C.S. §5301(1) or

(2).

ACPC 412A - Rev. 09/08
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2 | ask that a wamant of armest or a summons be issued and that the defendant be required to answer the charges | have
made.

3. | verify that the fects set forth in this complaint are true and comedt to the best of my knowledge or information and
belief. This verification is mads subject to the penalties of Section 4904 of the Crimes Code (18 PAC.S.§4904)

relating to unswom faisification to authorities.
4. This complaint is comprised of the preceding page(s) numbered through

The acts cammitted by the accused, as listed and hereafier, were against the peacs and dignity of the Commomuealth
of Pennsyivania and were conbrary to the Adi(s) of the Assambly, or in viclation of the statutes cited.
(Before a warrant of arvest can be issued, an affidavit of probable cause must e completed, swom to before the

issuing euthority, and attachecd)

(Sigrature of

AND NOW, on this date @/J // | certify that the complaint has been properly completed and verified

AOPC 412A - Rev, 09/08 PageSof §
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AFFIDAVIT of PROBABLE CAUSE
4. WHEN:

a) Date when Affiant received information:

b} Date when the source of information {Police Officers, Informant, Victim, Co-Defendant, Defendant, etc.) received information:

2. HOWw:

a) How Affiant knows this particular person commited crime: (personal observation, defendant's admissions, etc.):

b) How the source of information knows this particular person committed the crime:

c) How both Affiant and/or source of information knows that a particular crime has been commited:

3. WHAICRIMES:

18 3126 A1 INDECENT ASSAULT
18 4701 A2 BRIBERY IN OFFICIAL AND POUTICAL MATTERS

18 5301 1 OFFICIAL OPPRESSION
18 4701 A2 BRIBERY IN OFFICIAL AND POLITICAL MATTERS

18 5301 1 OFFICIAL OPPRESSION
18 3126 A1 INDECENT ASSAULT

4. WHERE CRIMF(S) COMMITTED:
RANKIN, PA
6. FFIAN IE OF INFORMATION;
Source s presumed refiable, i.e; other Polics Officer, Eyawitness, Victim of Crime, gtc.
Source has given information in the past which has led to arrest and/or conviction

Defendant's reputation for criminal activity
This source made declaration against his/her penal interest to the above offense

X  Affiant and/or other Police Officers corroborated details of the information

Page 1 of 2
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Your Affiant, Jackelyn Weibe, is 2 Detective with the Allegheny County District Attorney's Office and has been so for
approximately the past two years. Your Affiant is also a Certified Fraud Examiner and has assisted in the detection and
prasecution of numerous financial crime cases and political corruption cases for the Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office for
two years prior to becoming a Detective. As such, your Affiant has extensive experience in the investigation and prosecution of
white collar crime. Working with and providing your Affiant with information and evidence are other iaw enforcement officers
including: Detective Todd Moses and Detective William Miller, both from the Allegheny County District Attorney’s Investigations

Unit.

The investigation that was initiated by the Allegheny County District Attorney's Office began in February of 2011 after complaints
were recelved from various police officers, court officials and members of the community regarding alleged ciiminal conduct on the
part of the Aflegheny County Magisterial 05-2-08 District Judge Ross Cioppa. This Magisteria! District encompasses the boroughs
of Rankin, Swissvale and Braddock Hills. Certain complaints in this case involve Cioppa’s alleged sexuval advances directed at
female litigants who had cases adjudicated in his courtroom In exchange for consideration on their cases.

After the investigation began in the District Attomey's Investigation Unit, your Affiant took partin a six (8) week long investigation
by the 2010 Allegheny County Investigating Grand Jury into the Magisterial District 05-2-09 Judge Ross Cioppa’s alleged criminal
conduct. After these six (8) weeks of investigation and having been the recipient of information received from law enforcement
officers, court officials, having heard from witnesses and reviewing pertinent documents, this Grand Jury issued Presentment “F".
Your Affiant reviewed the Grand Jury Presentment and asserts that the Grand Jury's investigative findings comport with the findings
of your Affiant and other law enforcement officers who have provided information to your Affiant. There exists a presumption of
regularity which surrounds Grand Jury proceedings and as such your Affiant avers that this source of information, the Grand Jury
Presentment, Is presumed rellable. Your Affiant has attached a copy of the said Presentment which is made a part of this Affidavit
of Probable Cause by this reference hersto and offers the information contained therein as probable cause for the issuance of
process, namely, an arrest warrant for the herein named actor on the charges of Official Oppression (18 Pa. C.S.A. Section
5301(1)), Indecent Assauit (18 C.S.A. Section 3126 (a){1)) and Bribery in Official and Political Matters (18 Pa. C.S.A. Section

4701 (a)(2)).

JACKELYN WEIBEL , BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO THE LAW, DEPOSE AND SAY
WTTI'EFACI’SEFFCRTHIN'I}EWPBAFHDAW ARE : ORRY

Page 2 of 2




IN THE COURT OF JUDICIAL DISCIPLINE OF PENNSYLVANIA

Inre:

Ross C. Cioppa, : No. 6 JD 2011
Magisterial District Judge,

District Court 05-2-09,

Fifth Judicial District,

Allegheny County

PROOF OF SERVICE

On October 12, 2011, a copy of this Petition for Relief was sent by

Certified Mail to:

Honorable Ross C. Cioppa c/o
Phillip P. DiLucente, Esquire
Evashavik, DiLucente & Tetlow, LLC
310 Grant Street, Suite 1801 Grant Building
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Certified Mail No.
Return Receipt Requested

Respectfully submitted,

DATE: October 12, 2011 W & M
U - Joseph A. Massa, Ir.
Chief sel
Pa. Supreme Court ID No. 6467
Judicial Conduct Board
601 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 3500
P.O. Box 62525

Harrisburg, PA 17106
(717) 234-7911




