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HARRISBURG, PA -- The Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania is pleased to announce that 
Governor Josh Shapiro recently appointed Philip Seaver-Hall, Esquire as an attorney member to 
the twelve-member Board.  His four-year term commenced on December 5, 2025.  
 
Mr. Seaver-Hall is an associate attorney at the law firm of Knox McLaughlin Gornall & Sennett 
in Erie, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Seaver-Hall focuses his practice on appellate, constitutional, 
commercial, and civil-rights litigation. He has argued before the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, the Superior Court 
of Pennsylvania, and numerous trial courts throughout Pennsylvania. Attorney Seaver-Hall is a 
member of the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE)'s Legal Network, a 
nonpartisan group of attorneys who litigate cases in defense of the fundamental rights of 
expression, association, and conscience. 
 
Mr. Seaver-Hall graduated with Woolsack Society honors from Pennsylvania State University’s 
Dickinson School of Law, where he now serves as Adjunct Professor of Law. Before law school, 
he was an accomplished classical musician who routinely worked with Grammy Award- and Juno 
Award-winning musicians. He has performed in hundreds of concerts throughout the United 
States—including at Carnegie Hall—as well as in Canada and Italy. 
 
Mr. Seaver-Hall was appointed to succeed Scott B. Cooper, Esquire.  Mr. Cooper’s term expired 
July 29, 2025. 
 

______ 
 
Created by constitutional amendment in 1993, the Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania 
is an independent board within the judicial branch of the Commonwealth’s government 
responsible for reviewing, investigating, and, where warranted, prosecuting complaints of 
judicial misconduct.  The Board is comprised of three judges, three attorneys, and six non-lawyer 
electors, all of whom are Pennsylvania citizens.  Half of the Board members are appointed by the 
Governor and half by the Supreme Court.  The Board’s members serve four-year terms, without 



pay, and no more than half of its appointed members may be from the same political party If the 
Board, by majority vote, decides that there is probable cause to believe that a judge engaged in 
misconduct, the Board may file a complaint in the Court of Judicial Discipline where the Board 
must prove the charges against the judge by clear and convincing evidence.  The Court of Judicial 
Discipline decides if the Board has sustained its burden of proof and also decides the sanction to 
be imposed upon the judge for any proven misconduct. 
 
For further information about the Judicial Conduct Board, please visit the Board’s Website at 
www.jcbpa.org.  
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